This summer, column two of the Sunday bulletin will be devoted to an explanation of our church building.

Parishioners may want to save these bulletins in order to compile the complete series.  The “spade work” is the result of the efforts of Cathy Schoeppner.  Cathy has written extensively on local history in Stark County.  She has a B.A. in history and English.  Welcome, Cathy!
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Recently, when I became a member of St. Joseph’s, I felt like a tourist.  There is so much to contemplate here and I found myself wondering who was who and why they were chosen, what were the pictures saying to me, and whom could I ask.  Father Beneleit (a native of St. Joseph Church) was helpful but could not answer all my questions-probably because I had so many!  So, I started to dig and the following, with Monsignor Carfagna’s emendations, is what I have discovered about this beautiful house of God.



--Cathy Schoeppner

“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church”

Facing the front of the building from West Tuscarawas Street, there is a sentence in Latin over each door.  

DOMUS ORATIONIS VOCABITUR, MATT XXI 13,  over the door to the west is found in Matthew 21:13,  “My house shall be called a house of prayer.”  Likewise, found in Matthew 28:17, DOMUS DEI PORTA COELI, GEN XXVIII 17 over the door to the east translates, 

“The House of God, Gate of Heaven.”


Raising our eyes a bit, there is, again over each door, what seems to be a family crest, with another Latin phrase.  They are the coat of arms of the bishop (west) and pope (east) when this building was erected: 

SOLI DEO GLORIA, To God Alone, Glory and FIDES INTREPIDA, Bold Faith.


Also, over the door facing Columbus Avenue is the Latin phrase, ECCE TABERNACULUM DEI: Behold the tabernacle of God.


Then, entering from the West Tuscarawas doors, inside the foyer to the left is the Pieta, a reproduction of Michelangelo’s most famous image of the Virgin Mary holding and mourning over the dead body of Jesus.
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part II

The murals on the walls of the upper nave that begin on the west wall near the main altar and continue around the main altar and continue around the church ending on the east wall, again near the main altar follow the life of Jesus Christ.  Individual scenes are introduced by an angel with a banner that reads Sanctus & Sanctus (Holy, Holy).  A mirror image of that angel is at the completion of these scenes.  Also, in the middle of these scenes, at the rear of the church and in the choir loft are angels with musical instruments like the harp and trumpets.  The scenes in our Lord’s life are:

1. The Marriage of Mary and Joseph (Matt: 1, 24)

2. The Visitation (Luke: 1, 42)

3. The Nativity (Like: 2, 7-16)

4. Epiphany (Matt: 2, 1-5)

5. Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2, 22)

6. Flight into Egypt (Matt: 2, 13)

7. Jesus as a Child (Luke 2, 40)

8. Jesus “About his Father’s Business” (Luke2, 46-49)

9. Miracle at Cana (John 2, 3-10)

10. The Transfiguration (Matt: 17, 2-3)

11. The Penitent Women (Luke: 7, 37-38)

12. Jesus Walks on the Water (John 6, 19)

13. The Raising of Lazarus (John 11, 43-44)

14. Jesus Blesses the Children (Mark: 10, 14, 16)

15. Palm Sunday (Matt: 21, 8-9)

16. Christ carries his Cross (John 19, 16-17)

17. The Crucifixion (Matt: 27, 50-51)

18. The Resurrection (Mark: 9, 30)

Just below, scenes from the life of Christ are images of holy men and women of the Catholic Church-all saints.

WESTER WALL

St. Clement (1st Century), martyr was among the first disciples of the Apostles.  Both his hat and his cross with three crossbars signify that he was a pope.  Feast: Nov. 23

St. Anne (1st Century) was the mother of the Virgin Mary, the wife of Joachim.  It is believed that she was married at 20 and became the mother of Mary at 40.  Feast: July 26

St. Michael the Archangel is one of the three principal archangels; his name was the war cry of the good angels in heaven against the enemy and his followers.  Four times is recorded in Scripture.  Feast: September 29

St. Rose of Lima (1586-1617) is noteworthy for her personal sanctity and for her care of destitute children and sick, elderly people.  She is the first canonized saint of the New World and is patron of Peru, S. America, the Indies and Phipippines.  She was canonized in 1671.  

Feast: August 23

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) theologian and doctor of the church was ordained in 1250.  His basic beliefs, in extensive written work, remain fundamental principles in Catholic thinking and have been papally approved as such.  He was canonized by Pope John XXII in 1323 and proclaimed a doctor of the church in 1567 by Leo XIII.  Feast: January 28.

St. Helena (250?-330?) was the mother of Constatine who allowed Christianity in his empire.  St. Helena devoted her last years to building churches and aiding prisoners and the poor.  She is shown with a wooden cross because she is responsible for the discovery of relics of the cross on which Christ was crucified.  Feast: August 18

St. Paul (d. 67) was formerly known as Saul of Tarsus who persecuted Christians.  He was struck blind while journeying to Damascus and censured by the voice of Christ (Acts 9:3-18).  Thereafter he traveled widely, preaching Christianity-he is holding a crucifix-and writing epistles to various communities on questions of ecclesiastical discipline and practice, to correct false doctrine and explain the church’s position, and encourage or admonish the faithful.  Feast: July 25

St. Cecilia (3rd century martyr) is portrayed with an organ because she is the patron saint of music and musicians.  Feast: November 22

St. Edward the Confessor (1005-1066) King of England was notable for his holiness and his kindness to the poor.  Edward rebuilt Westminster Abbey (where he is buried) in place of a vow he made to go on a pilgrimage to Rome.  He was canonized in 1161.  Feast: October 13  
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part III

EASTERN WALL

St. George of Cappadocia (2nd  Century) was born of Christian parents.  Many legends are related about his life which represent the triumph of right over oppression and wickedness.  In one, he slays a dragon to save the princess, in the name of Christ, from sacrifice to a dragon. Many onlookers were converted to Christianity that day.  So, he is portrayed in armor (he was a tribune in the Roman army) and holding a broken lance.  

Feast: April 23rd 

St. Raphael the Archangel The name of this archangel (Raphael = “God has healed”) appears only in the Book of Tobias.  Of the seven “archangels” who appear in the angelology of post-Exilic Judaism, only three, Gabriel, Michael and Raphael, are mentioned in the canonical Scriptures.  Regarding the functions attributed to Raphael we have little more than his declaration to Tobias (Tobit 12) that he was sent by the Lord to heal Tobias of his blindness.  The Jewish category of the archangels is recognized in the New Testament (1 Thess., iv, 15; Jude, 9), but only Gabriel and Michael are mentioned by name.  Many commentators, however, identify Raphael with the “angel of the Lord” mentioned in John 5.  This conjecture is based both on the significance of the name and on the healing attributed to Raphael in the Book of Tobit.  Feast: September 29th.

St. Leo the Great (d. 461) was a Pope and a Doctor of the Church (proclaimed in 1754).  He saved Rome from destruction by conferring with Attila when the Huns swept Italy in 452.  Leo is one of only two popes called “the Great” the other being Pope Gregory the Great.  With Leo, we see the beginning of the concept of the papal office as we understand it today.

Feast: November 10th.

St. Bridget (1303-1373) was the mother of St. Catherine of Sweden and a visionary who prophesied many events of her time.  Cardinal Torquemada (of Spanish Inquisition fame) examined them and despite opposition, declared them to be doctrinally sound.  However, it was not for her reputed visions, but her virtues that she was canonized.  Her service to the poor and sick, her austere way of life, devotion in visiting holy shrines, and helping pilgrims are the most noteworthy.  She was canonized in 1391.  She is the Patron Saint of Sweden.

Feast: July 23rd. 

St. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) is the author of the renowned “Spiritual Exercises”.  He was the founder and first Superior General of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) which is known still today for superior  teachers.  He was canonized in 1622 and proclaimed Patron of Retreats and spiritual exercises by Pius XI.

Feast: July 31st.

St. Agnes (292?-305?) was about thirteen when she consecrated her life to Christ.  She declared herself the bride of Christ and refused to marry.  Many suitors tried to shake her resolve in many ways but could not.  Refusing to sacrifice to the pagan gods of Rome, she was beheaded in the stadium of Domition, present day site of the Piazza Navona, which is dominated by the church that bears her name.  Agnes appeared to mourners at her grave radiant and with a lamb at her side.  She is shown with a palm frond, the symbol of martyrdom and the lamb, a symbol of purity, which has become her symbol.

Feast: January 21st.

St. Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) was a doctor of the Church.  He was a highly regarded confessor and convert maker throughout Northern Italy.  He was canonized in 1232 by Pope Gregory IX and proclaimed a doctor of the church by Pope Pius XII in 1946.  An apparition of the Infant Jesus to St. Anthony is the reason he is depicted in art holding the Christ child.

Feast: June 13th.

St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) was the youngest of twenty-five children of a dyer.  She was a visionary who also worked with lepers.  She is shown with a crucifix 

because, in 1375, she received the stigmata.  She was an advisor to Pope Urban VI.  She was canonized in 1461 and proclaimed the patron of Italy in 1939.  In 1970, Pope Paul VI declared her a Doctor of the Church, a title never before granted to a layperson or woman.

Feast: April 29th.

St. Aloysious Gonzaga (1568-1591) was the eldest child of a marquis.  St. Aloysious could not join the Jesuits until he convinced his father to transfer his right of succession to his brother.  St. Aloysious was devoted to teaching catechism to the poor, fasting three days week, and extreme austerities.  He died of plague contracted while  attending the sick in a Jesuit hospital in Rome. He was canonized in 1726.  Benedict XIII named him the protector of young students and Pius XI added the Patron of Christian youth.

Feast: June 21st.

It is not known the reasons why these particular saints were chosen to adorn the nave.  Perhaps they were favorites of the founding pastor of St. Joseph Church, Father Clement Trieber.  A more detailed account of their lives can be found in Butler’s Lives of the Saints.
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part IV


As inspiring as the saints lives are, even the beautiful stained glass windows are a lesson in Catholicism.  The smaller circles above and below the large center ovals are scenes from the Bible which relate to one of  the 15 mysteries of the Rosary.  Beginning on the west wall near the altar of the Sacred Heart and continuing around the church ending on the east wall near the altar of St. Joseph, they are:

THE FIVE JOYFUL MYSTERIES

1. The Annunciation (Luke 1:28)

2. Visitation (Luke 2:42)

3. The Nativity (Luke 2:7)

4. The Presentation in the Temple (Luke 2:28)

5. The Finding of the Child Jesus (Luke 2:46)

THE FIVE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES

1. The Agony in the Garden (Mark 14:35)

2. The Scourging (Mark 15:15)

3. The Crowning with Thorns (Mark 15:17)

4. The Carrying of the Cross (John 19:17)

5. The Crucifixion (Luke 23:33)

THE FIVE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES

1. The Resurrection (Mark 16:6)

2. The Ascension (Mark 16:19)

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4)

4. The Assumption (Gen 3:15)

5. The Coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Rev. 12:1)

Certainly, every Catholic is familiar with

Stations of the Cross, which are depicted in stone 

bas reliefs on the outside walls of the church and need no explanation here.


There are four altars here at St. Joseph’s.  From left to right they are:

1. Sacred Heart 

2. Blessed Virgin Mary

3. The Main Altar

4. St. Joseph’s Altar

When this church was built, a concelebrated mass 

was not a practice of the church and multiple altars were built to accommodate the masses that were said – oft times concurrently.


Notice the peacocks in the metal works behind the statues of both Mary and Joseph.  Although the peacock is not mentioned in the Bible, it has become, by popular legend, a symbol of the resurrection.  When the peacock sheds its feathers, the new ones that it grows are more brilliant than those it lost.  


The altar to the Sacred Heart in the northwest corner of the church is situated in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  

The ceiling here has yet six more saints situated around a lamb and a pelican, all looking down on our prayers.  Notice that the center lamb carries a banner.  A banner is a symbol of rejoicing and of victory.  The Lamb of God bearing a banner with a cross symbolizes the joyful victory over death won by our Lord.


According to legend, the pelican, which has the greatest love of all creatures for its offspring, pierces its breast to feed them with its own flesh and blood.  Based on this legend, the pelican has come to symbolize Christ who shed his blood for us on the cross.  By extension then, the pelican also symbolizes the Eucharist.  

(Psalm 102:6)
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part V


Gazing up at the ceiling of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, one sees the following saints surrounding the center piece of the pelican:


St. Francis of Assisi (1181 or 1182-1226), born in Assisi, Umbria, Italy to a well-to-do merchant, led an extravagant and pleasure seeking youth.  His short life (45 years) is full of colorful and interesting vignettes.  A vision completely changed his life to one devoted to the poor and the sick.  The last twenty years of his life he traveled extensively, preaching and establishing the Franciscan orders and the Poor Clares.  Francis is credited with the practice of devotion to the Christmas crib.  He received the Stigmata in 1224.  Francis was canonized in 1228.  Feast:  October 4

St. Dominic (c. 1170-1221) was founder of the Order of Preachers, commonly known as the Dominican Order.  That order was conceived to spread the gospel and to combat heresy-specifically against the Albigenses who were heretics in the south of France.  Dominic was known for heroic sanctity, apostolic zeal, and profound learning.  He was canonized in 1234.  Feast August 8

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690) entered the Order of the Visitation at Paray le Monial and took vows the next year, eventually serving as mistress of novices and assistant superior.  She experienced visions; one in 1675 directed her to establish widespread devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  She was canonized in 1920.  

Feast: October 16.

St. Benedict (480?-547?) was so repelled by vice in the schools and streets that he withdrew from society to live as a monk.  He is the founder of western monasticism and the Benedictine Order.  His lasting fame rests on the greatness of his rule which became the Monastic Rule throughout Western Europe.  Throughout his life, people sought him out to hear him preach.  St. Benedict was active in caring for the poor and sick.  Details of his life are found in St. Gregory the Great’s Dialogues.
Feast: July 11.

St. Ther’ese of Lisieux (1873-1897) aka Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus and The Little Flower of Jesus led a short but holy life.  Indeed, she needed special permission to enter a Carmelite convent before the age of sixteen and finally received it just nine months shy of that date.  She was especially devoted to Christmas and the Bible and liturgical prayer.  Her biography quotes her as saying, “After my death, I will let fall a shower of roses.”  Her exemplary life led Pope Pius XI to forfeit the usual fifty-year wait for the sainthood process.  She was beatified in 1923 and canonized in 1925, just twenty-eight years after her death.  Feast: October 1.

St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) began to study law at age thirteen and became a lawyer by age sixteen.  He was ordained in 1726.  He also founded the Redemptorists.  Often ill, eight times during his life, St. Alphonsus received the sacrament of the dying.  In fact, a year long (1768-June 1769) attack of rheumatic fever left him paralyzed for the rest of his life.  This is the reason that portraits of him show a head bent down.  Alphonsus wrote many ascetical, theological and historical works.  His Glories of Mary (1750) was particularly effective in combating those who maintained that Marian devotion was superstition.  Alphonsus was canonized in 1839 and named a Doctor of the Church in 1871.

Feast: August 1st.

The statue behind the pews in this section is the Little Flower, St. Ther’ese of Lisieux.  Because of her canonization in 1925, popular devotion to her was widespread when the upper church was being built from 1928 to its completion in 1932. 
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part VI


Returning to the nave, just in front of the apse and continuing around the church, the tops of the arches are embellished with small shields with images of decorative crosses and the chi-rho, the Greek letters that abbreviate the name of Christ.  Larger silver shields with crosses connect the pillars.  There is a dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, above the arch in front of the apse.  Also, notice the statues that surround the pulpit; there are the Four Evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.


Several eagles are throughout the church.  The eagle is generally a representation of the resurrection.  But, it is also a symbol of new life that is received at baptism.  (Note an eagle over the baptismal font along the east wall)

The Sanctuary and the Apse

Two life-size statues stand on either side of the sanctuary.  They are:

St. Patrick (387-493) was carried to pagan Ireland as a slave when he was sixteen.  After six years, he escaped.  Much uncertainty about specific dates and places in his life abound.  However, Delaney’s Dictionary of Catholic Biography states, “ Few saints have more legends attached to them than the apostle of Ireland.”

Feast: March 17 

St. Boniface (680?-754) who was a bishop and martyr and the Apostle of Germany was born in England.  He was ordained at thirty.  In 716, Pope St. Gregory sent him Germany where he worked in Thuringia and Friesland with some success.  Later, he labored among the heathens in Hesse, Thuringia and Franconia.  Many English missionaries joined him, as he had founded two monasteries and many churches-and the great abbey of Fulda in 752 with St. Sturmius.  In 752 he returned to Friesland to evangelize the pagans and was martyred there along with fifty-two companions on the eve of Pentecost.  Feast: June 5

The above two saints were placed prominently in our sanctuary because in 1902, the majority of parishioners came from the “downtown” parishes of St. John the Baptist (Irish) and St. Peter (Germany).  St. Joseph parish was considered the suburbs of Canton.

The main altar has the Last Supper in bas-relief as a portion of its base.  This scene was originally on the high altar, which was dismantled, in a major renovation in 1983 according to the norms of Vatican II.

Behind and above the main altar is the apse itself, the focus of this church.  We begin at eye level and raise our attention upward until we arrive seemingly in heaven where our Lord resides with many angels.  We begin with the eight pillars that are topped by eight saints.  But first look between the pillars and you will see seven stained glass windows of female figures that represent the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.  They are:

WISDOM, UNDERSTANDING, COUNSEL, FORTITUDE, KNOWLEDGE, PIETY,

 FEAR of THE LORD

The predominate color of the windows is red, symbol of the fire of the Holy Spirit.  When the western sun hits these windows in the afternoon they do, indeed, look like seven fires!

      [image: image7.png]



“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part VII


The pillared arches that surround the back of the Sanctuary are one of the most distinguishing features of the church.  Saints at the tops of the columns from left to right, are the four evangelists, Sts. Peter and Paul, St. Joseph the foster father of Jesus and our patron and St. Andrew who was Peter’s brother.

St. Paul (d. 67) was formerly known as Saul of Tarsus who persecuted Christians.  He was struck blind while journeying to Damascus and censured by the voice of Christ (Acts 9:3-18).  Thereafter he traveled widely, preaching Christianity.  He is holding a sword, the instrument of his martyrdom.  Paul wrote epistles to various communities on questions of ecclesiastical discipline and practice, to correct false doctrine and explain the church’s position, and encourage or admonish the faithful.  He is called, rightly so, the Apostle to the Gentiles.  Feast: July 25.

St. Mark (d. 47) wrote the earliest and shortest gospel.  His style is matter-of-fact and vivid everyday life, emphasizing the actions of Christ and His divine mission.  St. Mark traveled widely to Antioch, Cypress, Pamphylia and Jerusalem.  He is said to have been the first Bishop of Alexandria.  Feast: April 25.
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part VIII

To continue from last week

St. John the Evangelist (1st Century) is credited as the author of the fourth gospel, three epistles and the Book of Revelation.  He was a fisherman by trade and was probably a disciple of St. John the Baptist until, with his brother James the Greater, (the Brothers were sons of Zebedee) he was called by Christ and became the youngest of the apostles.  At the Last Supper, it was John who asked who the traitor would be.  James and John were witnesses to many of the significant events in Jesus’ public life: the raising of Jairus’s daughter, the transfiguration, and the agony in the garden.  But, John was the only apostle at the crucifixion and it was to him that Jesus assigned the care of Mary.  John was prominent in the group of apostles as one of the three often chosen apart by Jesus.  It is believed that he settled in Ephesus and died peacefully there at about the age of ninety-four.  He is the only apostle of whom it is certain that he did not die a martyr.  He is represented in art as an eagle because of the soaring majesty of his gospel.  

Feast: December 27.

St. Peter (d. 64?) Bishop of Rome and the first pope, was a fisherman by trade.  Peter (birth name Simon) was the first to acknowledge the Redeemer as the “Son of the living God” and yet, Peter denied Him three times at the time of his crucifixion.  Peter preached and converted many to Christianity.  A martyr, Peter was crucified on Vatican Hill in Rome with his head downward during the reign of Nero.  Feast: June 29.

St. Joseph (1st century) our patron, is patron of the universal church as proclaimed by Pope Pius IX in 1870.  He was of royal descent being of the House of King David, a carpenter by trade, and the foster father of Christ.  Because of the absence of scriptural reference, he is assumed to have died before the time of Christ’s passion.  

Feasts: March 19 and May 1.

St. Matthew (1st century) aka Levi, was a tax collector at Capharnam.  He is credited as the author of a gospel which was probably written in Aramaic for his fellow converted Jews in Palestine.  Legend makes him a martyr in the East.  He is represented under the symbol of a winged man.

Feast: September 21.

St. Luke: (1st century) was an evangelist, Gentile physician, and reputed author of a gospel (which was written around 63 A.D. based on oral tradition) and the Acts of the Apostles.  Acts records the life of the church between 35 and 63.  Luke reveals a good sense of history, geography, dialogue and characterization.  Luke is the patron saint of Physicians and Painters.  Feast: October 18.

St. Andrew (1st century) was a fisherman and brother of Simon Peter.  Andrew became a disciple of John the Baptist when baptized by him.  Andrew brought Peter to Christ.  They gave up all possessions when He called them to be “fishers of men.”  Andrew was crucified on an X shaped cross, the instrument of his martyrdom, also during the reign of Nero.  

Feast: November 30.

Between these eight saints are seven golden circles that have significance-as everything here does.  The first is the Alpha and the last the Omega while the center one is the pelican.  According to legend, the pelican, which has the greatest love of all creatures for its offspring, pierces its breast to feed them with its own blood.  Based on this legend, the pelican has come to symbolize Christ who shed his blood for us on the cross.  By extension then, the pelican symbolizes the Eucharist (Psalm 102:6) The four remaining circles are the symbols for the writers of the four gospels.

1. Mark is symbolized by a Lion

2. John is symbolized by an Eagle 

3. Matthew is symbolized by a Man

4. Luke is symbolized by an Ox
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part IX

To continue from last week…

Continuing upward, next we see Latin text.  It is part of God’s words to Solomon when he finished the temple.

APPARUIT AUTEM EI DOMINUS NOCTE. ET AIT: AUDIVI ORATIONEM TUAM ET ELEGI LOCUM ISTUM MIHI IN DOMUM SACRIFICII.  II PARALIP VII 12
Translation: And the Lord appeared to him by night, and said: I have heard thy prayer, and I have chosen this place to myself for a house of sacrifice.  II Chronicles 7:12


On the next higher level are Doctors of the Church.  Doctors of the Church are saints, so proclaimed by the pope because they have imparted special insight into theology or understanding of faith; usually they are prolific writers.  Appropriately, the four on the west side are doctors of the Western Church and the four on the east are doctors of the Eastern Church.  They are:  

FOUR DOCTORS of the WESTERN CHURCH

St. Ambrose (340?-397) was educated in Rome where he studied law.  Although a deeply religious man, his was a political life; he ruled with justice and ability.  He was elected Bishop of Milan by popular acclamation before he was baptized! (n.b. Ambrose was baptized eight days before his consecration as bishop)  He was a great teacher in the early church: a vigorous expounder of Catholicism and exponent of virginity, among other topics.  St. Ambrose, in 386 introduced congregational singing of hymns and psalms.  

Feast: December 7

St. Jerome (c. 340-420) studied classic Greek and Latin.  He was a student of St. Gregory Nazianzen.  He revised the Latin version of the four gospels, St. Paul’s epistles, the Psalms and later, the Old Testament.  These translations are called the  Vulgate, the then official Catholic Bible as declared by the Council of Trent.  Feast: September 30.

St. Augustine (354-430) was a man of great intellect who studied grammar and rhetoric.  He lived an extravagant and licentious life in his early years.  His mother, St. Monica prayed for his conversion for years before her death in 388, the same year St. Augustine accepted the Catholic faith.  St. Augustine was consecrated Bishop of Hippo, North Africa in 395 and died during a siege of that city.  He wrote 118 treatises including City of God and The Confessions.  Feast: August 28

St. Gregory I (the Great) (540?-604) was a Benedictine monk who was elected Pope in 590.  He founded many monasteries and was a prolific writer explaining church practices and immortality of the soul, among other topics.  It was St. Gregory who popularized St. Augustine’s works.  St. Gregory’s name is applied to the hauntingly spiritual Gregorian Chants of the Western Church.  Feast: September 3
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part X

To continue from last week…

FOUR DOCTORS of the EASTERN CHURCH

St. Gregory Nazianzen (329-390) studied rhetoric and law.  At 30, he began a life of pious austerity living in the desert for 2years.  He was called home to manage the family estate for an ailing father.  When he was ordained a priest, suddenly and at first reluctantly, he fled again to the desert in confusion.  There he wrote about the glory of the priesthood.  Later, he was Bishop of Constantinople for a short time.  Though his leadership was challenged by much civil strife, his faith remained strong as evidenced in his religious and autobiographical poems, the longest being De vita sua.  

Feast: January 2.

St. Basil (329-379) was a classmate of Gregory Nazianzen and the Emperor, Julian.  St. Basil taught rhetoric and established what was probably the first organized monastery in Asia Minor.  He built a large hospital and took care of victims of drought and famine.  He fought the white salve market that flourished in the near East.  He wrote on faith, baptism, the cardinal virtues, responsibility of the wealthy and many other topics.

Feast: January 2.

St. Athanasius (295-373) was educated in scripture and theology.  He attended the Council of Nicea in 325.  Athanasius was Bishop of Alexandria and lived in a time of great turmoil.  He was deposed and subsequently restored to his office at least five times.  Yet his faith remained strong.  Most of his major works were produced while he was in exile.  Some of them are: Apologia to Constantius, Letter to the Monks and History of the Arians.  St. Athanasius is possibly the greatest writer on the subject of the Incarnation the church has ever known.

Feast: May 2.

St. John Chrysostom (c. 347-407) studied rhetoric, religion and law.  He became a deacon in 381 and a priest in 386.  St. John Chrysostom was a great preacher; Chrysostom means “golden-mouthed.”  He made many political enemies, as well as many friends preaching against idolatry, superstition, lascivious entertainment and aristocratic waste.  The conflict between these two groups greatly affected his life.  In fact, he died on the way to an ordered exile in the Caucasus.  St. John Chrysostom was proclaimed a doctor at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 and the patron of preachers by Pope Pius X in 1909.

Feast: September 13.

On the next level, God’s words to Solomon continue:

ELEGI ENIM, ET SANCTIFICAVI LOCUM ISTUM UT SIT NOMEN MEUM IBI IN SEPITERNUM ET COR MEUM IBI CUNCTIS DIEBUS.  II PARALIP VII 16
Translation—For I have chosen, and have sanctified this place, that my name may be there forever, and my eyes and my heart may remain there perpetually.  II Chronicles 7:16
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“A Catechism in Stone, Glass and Paint: 

St. Joseph Church” Part XII

To continue from last week…

THE TWELVE APOSTLES

The second highest level of saints in the apse are the apostles chosen by Jesus.  They are to either side of a jeweled cross from which the living water flows to the water of baptism, which is teeming with fish.  As the apostles were chosen to become “fishers of men”, are not those fish you and me?  Also, the two stags drinking from the water symbolize a longing that is found in Psalm 41, “As the hind longs for the running waters, so my soul longs for you, O God.”

(Missing is St. Jude Thaddeus who is replaced by St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.)

St. Paul (d.67) was formerly known as Saul of Tarsus the fiery Pharisee who persecuted Christians.  He was struck blind while journeying to Damascus and censured by the voice of Christ (Acts 9:3-18).  Thereafter he traveled widely, preaching Christianity and writing epistles to various communities on questions of ecclesiastical discipline and practice, to correct false doctrine and explain the church’s position, and encourage or admonish the faithful.

Feast: July 25.

St. James Minor (d.62) aka St. James the Younger and the Just, was probably the cousin of Christ.  He was the first Bishop of Jerusalem and reputed author of the canonical epistle that bears his name.  According to Hegesippus, he was thrown from the highest pinnacle of the temple by Pharisees and then stoned to death.

Feast: May 3.

St. John the Evangelist (1st century) is credited as the author of the fourth gospel, three epistles and the Book of Revelation.  He was a fisherman by trade and was probably a disciple of St. John the Baptist until, with his brother James the Greater, (the Brothers were sons of Zebedee) he was called by Christ and became the youngest of the apostles.  At the last Supper, it was John who asked whom the traitor would be.  James and John were witnesses to many of the significant events in Jesus’s public life: the raising of Jairus’s daughter, the Transfiguration, and the agony in the garden.  But, John was the only apostle at the crucifixion and it was to him that Jesus assigned the care of Mary.  John was prominent in the group of apostles as one of the three often chosen apart by Jesus.  It is believed that he settled in Ephesus and died peacefully there at about the age of ninety-four.  He is the only apostle of whom it is certain that he did not die a martyr.  He is represented in art as an eagle because of the soaring majesty of his gospel.

Feast: December 27.

St. Simon (1st century) the Cananean was called the Zealot (party member) because of his devotion to Jewish law.  According to tradition, he preached in Egypt and then went with St. Jude to Persia where they both suffered martyrdom.

Feast: October 28.

St. Bartholomew (1st century) also called Nathanael, according to tradition, preached in India and Greater Armenia where he was martyred on the west coast of the Caspian Sea.  In some accounts, he was beheaded.  Others say that he was flayed to death.  He is often represented in art (Michelangelo’s Last Judgment) as flayed and holding his own skin. 

Feast: August 24.

St. James the Greater (d. 44) was a fisherman by trade.  He was present at the raising Jairus’s daughter from the dead.  He, Peter, and John were the only apostles present at the Transfiguration and taken into Christ’s confidence at the Garden of Gethsemane.  St. James the Greater was the first apostle to be martyred.

Feast: July 25.


Finally, at the topmost level of the apse, is a traditional artistic perception of the heavens.  Jesus (with the cruciform halo-only Jesus Christ may be depicted with a cross within a halo) is there, to greet us.


His right hand is elevated in the traditional symbol of the hand of God, Blesser.  Three extended fingers suggest the Holy Trinity while the two closed fingers denote the two-fold nature of the Son.  Caressed in his left hand is the Word of God.


Clouds in the heavens are a natural veil of the blue sky and therefore, in Christian symbolism, a symbol of the unseen God.  We are greeted by a chorus of angels which surround Jesus.  The angels with full bodies are often regarded as the cherubim while the one six-winged creature directly above Jesus’s head is a seraph, one of the seraphim, the first order of angels.


And so, in the company of angels, we complete our spiritual journey within St. Joseph’s Church, our eyes toward heaven and the risen Lord.  
